ACCESS TO VITAL RECORDS

Birth, death, and marriage records are vital records, and vital records are confidential. Only people with a direct and tangible interest in the records can get copies. Copies of your records can only be made for:

· You;

· Your mother, father, sibling, or legal guardian;

· Attorneys-at-law, title examiners, or members of legally incorporated genealogical societies conducting official duties;

· A person with a court order instructing the registrar to provide the document.

Firms, agencies, or individuals requesting information for commercial purposes are not considered to have direct and tangible interest. It is illegal to inspect, disclose, or copy all or part of any vital record except as authorized above. 

Vital Records are available for purchase at the following locations:

· Certificates for births after 1960: any city/town hall
· Certificates for births prior to 1960:  city/town hall of parents' residence
· Certificates for deaths in 2022/2023: any city/town hall

· Certificates for deaths before 2022: city/town hall of decedent's residence
· Marriage certificates: city/town hall where marriage license was issued or where the ceremony occurred 
Please use the Cranston City Clerk Vital Records online portal to obtain certified copies of records from the City of Cranston:  https://cityofcranstonvitals.permitium.com/rod
Walk-in requests will be accepted in our office Monday to Friday 8:30 am – 4:00 pm, except legal holidays (government issued photo ID is required): 

Cranston City Hall

Records Dept. – Rm 207

869 Park Avenue

Cranston, RI 02910

The fee is $22.00 for the first copy, and $18 for each additional copy of the same record requested at the same time.  We currently accept cash, check, or money order ONLY for walk-ins.  Debit/credit cards can be used for payment through the online portal ONLY.
Please note:  if payment is made by personal check from out of state, the record will be held for 10 business days.  If you need the record immediately, please submit a cashier's check or money order.

All Rhode Island vital records are also available by appointment only from the RI Center for Vital Records located in Simpson Hall on the Pastore Campus located at 

6 Harrington Rd., Cranston, RI 02920.  Call 401-222-2813 to make an appointment.
If you have any additional questions or need additional assistance, please contact 

our office at 401-780-3194 or rzanni@cranstonri.gov.
From Section 23-3-28 of the General Laws of Rhode Island:
“§23-3-28  Penalties. —  (a) Any person who willfully and knowingly makes any false statement in a report, record, or certificate required to be filed under this chapter, or in an application for an amendment of those, or who willfully and knowingly supplies false information intending that this false information be used in the preparation of any report, record, or certificate, or amendment […] shall be punished (if convicted) by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) or imprisoned not more than one (1) year or both.” 

